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A CERIBTMAS Pl GRIMAGE

by Linda Wakefield Kelley




DECEMBER

Begin the month by reading
the Christmas story in the
oospels. (Luke 2:1-20 or
Matthew 1:18 - 2:23)
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"Mom, come here quick!" my five-year-old son, Sean, screamed from / :
the hving room. lj

I spninted up the stairs two at a time, my heart racing, my ears nnging, 1
unprepared for what I might find. "Sean, what is it" Are vou hurt? Is evervone Y

ok?"

"Mom. Watch this. It's Stretch Armstrong. It 1s so cool. You can bend
him. You can pull lum. You can tie hum 1n a knot. Buy that for me, Mom,
please." .f
"Oh, Mom," piped up my three-year-old son, Scott. "Look, it's a Star l
Wars Transformer. Buy that for me for Chnistmas." ’

111 buy 1t for you, Scott,” Sean volunteered, thoroughly captivated by ' f‘
the TV ad.

"Honey," my husband called as he came through the front door. "I've E
thought of the perfect present for our moms and your dad. But, [ can't think of [

/|

a thing to get my brother. Oh. and the Christmas cards aren't going to be done

until Tuesday which means we can't start writing them until then.”
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"Stop." 1 yelled surprising even myself. "Everybody freeze where you '

#
{
[ felt somewhat like Cur Town's Emily Gibbs as I stood gazing at my i
family in amazement. It was as 1f' | were revisiting a scene, far removed from )

{
’ the characters and unable to change the action. How did this happen, | i
I wondered. (We go to church. We have a daily devotion time. We pray together

i

\

and vet somehow my family has completely lost sight of the true meaning of l
Christmas.) |

/
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Here is the itinerary for our spiritual pilgrimage to the }
i

/f

5 That was when my husband and | decided a change needed to take place.
/| We agreed to begin activities on the first of December each vear which would
/ focus our thoughts on Chnist's upcoming birthday.

humble manger in Bethlehem:
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Make ornaments symbolic
of Jesus and his birth, such

as a fish, a cross, a star, an
angel, and a cradle.




DECEMBER

4 Decorate the tree with
) each handmade
ornament. Have each
family member

describe the meaning of

%, the symbol as they
' place it on the tree.
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