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A CERIBTMAS Pl GRIMAGE

by Linda Wakefield Kelley




DECEMBER

Begin the month by reading
the Christmas story in the
oospels. (Luke 2:1-20 or
Matthew 1:18 - 2:23)
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"Mom, come here quick!" my five-year-old son, Sean, screamed from / :
the hving room. lj

I spninted up the stairs two at a time, my heart racing, my ears nnging, 1
unprepared for what I might find. "Sean, what is it" Are vou hurt? Is evervone Y

ok?"

"Mom. Watch this. It's Stretch Armstrong. It 1s so cool. You can bend
him. You can pull lum. You can tie hum 1n a knot. Buy that for me, Mom,
please." .f
"Oh, Mom," piped up my three-year-old son, Scott. "Look, it's a Star l
Wars Transformer. Buy that for me for Chnistmas." ’

111 buy 1t for you, Scott,” Sean volunteered, thoroughly captivated by ' f‘
the TV ad.

"Honey," my husband called as he came through the front door. "I've E
thought of the perfect present for our moms and your dad. But, [ can't think of [

/|

a thing to get my brother. Oh. and the Christmas cards aren't going to be done

until Tuesday which means we can't start writing them until then.”
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"Stop." 1 yelled surprising even myself. "Everybody freeze where you '

#
{
[ felt somewhat like Cur Town's Emily Gibbs as I stood gazing at my i
family in amazement. It was as 1f' | were revisiting a scene, far removed from )

{
’ the characters and unable to change the action. How did this happen, | i
I wondered. (We go to church. We have a daily devotion time. We pray together

i

\

and vet somehow my family has completely lost sight of the true meaning of l
Christmas.) |

/
»

Here is the itinerary for our spiritual pilgrimage to the }
i

/f

5 That was when my husband and | decided a change needed to take place.
/| We agreed to begin activities on the first of December each vear which would
/ focus our thoughts on Chnist's upcoming birthday.

humble manger in Bethlehem:
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DECEMBER
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Make ornaments symbolic
of Jesus and his birth, such

as a fish, a cross, a star, an
angel, and a cradle.




DECEMBER

4 Decorate the tree with
) each handmade
ornament. Have each
family member

describe the meaning of

%, the symbol as they
' place it on the tree.




DECEMBER

Buy presents for a child
sponsored by Angel Tree,
a program for children of
prison inmates (Prison
Fellowship Ministries,
1-800-55-ANGEL).
Imagine a Christmas
without gifts.




DECEMBER

Bake cookies for someone who might

otherwise be forgotten. An elderly
person, prison inmate, or a neighbor
with no family are good candidates.




DECEMBER

Study the stars as the wise men
did and talk about how they

used the stars to navigate.
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DECEMBER

While decorating the
outside of the house
with lights, talk about
the light that Jesus
provides to the world.




DECEMBER

Find a farm to visit (via a book,
movie, or online if needed).
Discuss the conditions in the barmn.
This cold, dark setting would be
very similar to the atmosphere of
the stables in Bethlehem.




DECEMBER

Adopt a baby chick, a kitten,
or bunny (or use a stuffed
amimal -- they're less messy).
Discuss the miracle of birth
and the tremendous gift of
life.




DECEMBER

Visit a petting zoo and try to find the
animals that were present in the
stable. Ride a donkev or similar
animal if possible. Too cold in your
arca for the zoo? Read a book or rent

a video that recreates the manger
scene realistically.




DECEMBER

&  Talk about the

& preparations

@  necessary for the
Z‘j? arrival of a newborn.
C Gather the items
< = needed to make a

i baby comfortable.




DECEMBER

Make a baby book for Jesus.
tracing his family tree and

listing his first visitors and

aifts.




DECEMBER

Have each child wrap his
favorite toy as a present for
God. Contrast how God
surrendered his precious Son as
the original Christmas gift.




DECEMBE
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Sing "Away 1n a Manger"
by candlelight.




DECEMBER

Memorize John 3:16. Discuss
sacrificial love.

"For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only son, that
whoever believes in him shall not

perish but have eternal life."




DECEMBER

(Go Chnstmas caroling
with a church group or the

neighbors.
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DECEMBER
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Act out the story of Joseph and
Mary being turmned away from the
inn. Have each child knock on
various doors in the house and ask

for admittance.




DECEMBER

Plant seeds in an indoor
garden and discuss the

life that will grow there.
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DECEMBER

Count the people living in each house
on your block. Guess how much each
house costs. Explain that Joseph and
Mary went to Bethlehem for the
census, a population count and

property evaluation in Rome.
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Ethan means
loval, Abigail
means source of
joy. That name
fits you, Sarah!

ECEMBER

Discuss the fact that Jesus was
named by an angel before he was
conceived. Look through books
that describe biblical meanings of
names. Pick out names that fit

each family member's personality.




DECEMBER

Put together a collection

of Christmas music and
play it while wrapping

presents.



DECEMBER

Bake a birthday cake for

Jesus.
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DECEMBER

Make invitations and
decorate the house with
balloons for Jesus'

birthday party.




DECEMBER

Create a manger scene with a tent
and stuffed animals. Find a tape of
animal noises. Tear up paper bags to
make straw. Sleep in the stable on
the straw surrounded by animals and
their noises.
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